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Growing awareness of the importance of the early years in a child’s life 

increases the need to know more about Oregon’s young children, their 

families, and the early care and education that exists to support them. 
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children under age 13   

living in Oregon 

slots in centers and family 

    child care homes for  

children currently under  

age 13 living in Oregon 

•  slots in Child Care Centers 

•  slots in Family Homes 
 

 of children under   

age 13 have access to visible  

child care in Oregon 
Nearly 

 
of 

children have both 
parents employed 

or a single 
employed parent  
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median annual price of 

toddler care in a child 

care center 

median annual price  

of public university  

tuition in Oregon 
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Annual median teacher wages range from a median 

low of $34,840 to a median high of $47,840.  

Thirty- five percent of center teachers and 44% of 

head teachers have a bachelor's degree or higher. 

 
The price of child care can  

exceed tuition at Oregon’s 

 public universities 

What percent of a minimum wage      worker's annual 
income pays the price of center care for a toddler? 

Standard Portland Metro Nonurban Counties 

7 6 

8 



   2024 Oregon Profile, page 5 

Between 2004 and 2024 child care prices have increased at a faster rate than 

the incomes of households with children under 18 years of age. 11, 6 

In those twenty years, inflation-adjusted child care prices increased by  for  

center care and  for small family homes, while household incomes fluctuated 

and ultimately increased by only . Child care prices continue to challenge  

households headed by female single parents who face the same prices, but with  

median incomes that are only of the income of all households with children.  
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Oregon parents fund the majority of child care expenditures.12 State and federal  

funding helps parents access child care through reduced price or no-cost options: 
 

 

 
13 

 

Oregon state-administered programs 
that receive both state and federal 

dollars include Oregon Prenatal  
to Three, Baby Promise, Oregon Pre-
Kindergarten, and Preschool Promise. 

Federal investment for Oregon families 
also includes Federal Head Start and 

Early Head Start. These slots are 
typically available only to children from 

low-income families. 
 

Together these programs  
provide: 

slots or seats for children  
ages 0-2 in regulated  
child care programs 

 

slots or seats for children  
ages 3-5 in regulated  
child care programs  

 

  

 
 

A family is eligible for the Oregon 
Child Care Subsidy Program if their 

income is equal  to or less than 200% 
of the Federal Poverty Level. 

 
 

Oregon children were served  

by child care subsidy throughout  

Federal Fiscal Year 2023. 

 
The program served  

an average of  

children per month.  

 

Approximately  

 of Oregon’s  

licensed child care slots were  
filled by children on  

subsidy in December 2024. 
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