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Early Care & Education
in Oregon

Growing awareness of the importance of the early years in a child’s life
increases the need to know more about Oregon’s young children, their
families, and the early care and education that exists to support them.

How Many
Children
Under 13 Live
in Oregon,

41% of Oregon
Children
Under Age 5
are Hispanic
or Non-White,

l White; Non-Hispanic
Hispanic; Any Race
Non-white; Non-Hispanic

200,000

160,000

120,000

80,000

40,000

0

587,148 Total Children

Ages 0-2 Ages 3-4 Ages5-8  Ages9-12

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

Ages 0-4 Ages 5-14 Ages 15+

2022 Oregon Profile, page 2



Early Care and
Education Programs -

How much child
care and education
do we need?
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Nearly 70% of

children have both
parents employed or a
single parent employed
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How much child
care do we have
right now?,

587,148 o

children under age 13
living in Oregon

108,258

slots in centers and family

child care homes for A
children currently under
age 13 living in Oregon

* 83,914 slots in Child Care
Centers

* 24,344 slots in Family Child
Care Homes

18% of children

under age 13 have
access to visible child care
in Oregon
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Majority of Oregon Children
are not in Organized Care

Regardless of age’ Preschoolers are the most likely to be in “Organized
Care”, a term used to describe centers, family child

_ le) Ad
abf)u‘“ 40 7% of care homes, and other organized activities. Families
children are not are more likely to use relatives and friends (“Informal
n any form of Care”) for care of very young children and older

11()11-])al‘ental care., children when not in school.

Use of early care and education depends on age of children, employment status of
parents, household income, and access to free or subsidized care. Public and private
leaders watch levels of participation in preschool by 3- and 4-year-old children because
of its association with kindergarten readiness.
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32% of 3- and 4-year old
children were enrolled in
preschool in 2021,
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Affordability

Oregon Child Care Annual median teacher wages range from a median

Center Teacher
Eanrings 10,11

low of $30,160 to a median high of $41,704.
Thirty-three percent of center teachers and 50% of
head teachers have a bachelor's degree or higher.
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Between 2004 and 2022 child care prices have increased at a faster rate than the
incomes of households with children under 18 years of age. 1,,;

In those eighteen years, inflation-adjusted child care prices increased by 45% for
both small family and center care while household incomes fluctuated and ultimately
increased by only 14%.

Child care prices continue to challenge households headed by female single parents
who face the same prices but with median incomes that are only 41% of the income of
all households with children.

=
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How Does Oregon Pay for
Early Care and Education?.

c;O:J\

Families paid

%
] o L

State of Oregon paid Federal Government paid

9% 19%

20% of combined state and federal

Oregon parents expenditures were tax credits

)\;; fund the majority
of annual Ch.'Id 80% of combined state and
Q'\_, care expenditures :

federal expenditures funded early
care and education programs
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How many Children are in Families Receiving
Help Paying for Child Care?

Most help paying for early care and education comes through two state/federal
partnerships:

Oregon Child Care

Oregon Public Early
Subsidy Program.. .,

Learning Programs ,

Oregon state-administered programs
that receive both state and federal
dollars include Oregon Prenatal
to Three, Baby Promise, Oregon Pre-
Kindergarten, and Preschool Promise.
Federal investment for Oregon families
also includes Federal Head Start and
Early Head Start.

Together these programs serve:

9%
of eligible children ages 0-2 living in

families at or below 200% of the
2021 Federal Poverty Level

53%
of eligible children ages 3-4 living in
families at or below 200% of the
2021 Federal Poverty Level

29%
of eligible children ages 0-4 living in

families at or below 200% of the
2021 Federal Poverty Level

A family is eligible for the Oregon
Child Care Subsidy Program if their
income is equal to or less than 200%*
of the 2022 Federal Poverty Level
($46,060 for a family of three).

118,860

Oregon children were eligible

for a child care subsidy in 2019

under rules established by the
federal government

59,870
Oregon children were eligible
for a child care subsidy in 2019
under rules established by the
state of Oregon

13,399
Oregon children were served by
child care subsidy in 2019
(22% of state allowance,
11% of federal allowance)

*Effective 01/01/2023 the subsidy eligibility criteria increased

from 185% to 200% of the federal poverty level. 17
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This research effort is supported in part by the
Early Learning Division, Oregon Department of Education.
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For more information:

Ol'egon State Dr. Megan Pratt

megan.pratt@oregonstate.edu

Ul’llVCI'Slty (541) 737-5373
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