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Education
Ph.D., Human Development and Family Sciences, Oregon State University, June 2014
M.S., Human Development and Family Sciences, Oregon State University, June 2010
B.A., Psychology, Southern Oregon University, graduated with honors, June 2006
Academic Positions
Associate Professor of Practice, School of Human Development and Family Sciences, College of Health, July 2025 - Present
Assistant Professor of Practice, School of Human Development and Family Sciences, College of Health, July 2018 - June 2025
Assistant Research Professor, T. Denny Sanford School of Social and Family Dynamics, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, July 2016 - June 2018
Postdoctoral Research Scholar, T. Denny Sanford School of Social and Family Dynamics, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, August 2014 - June 2016
Current Sponsored Research
Pratt, M. E. (PI) & Sektnan (Co-PI). (2025-2028). Oregon Child Care Research Partnership 2026-2027 Biennium. Funded by the Oregon Department of Early Learning and Care. $432,595
Pratt, M. E. (PI), Thogmartin, A. (Co-PI), Sektnan, M. (Co-I), Hatfield, B. (Co-I) (2025-2029) Evaluating Efforts to Improve Family Access to Infant/Toddler Child Care in Oregon through CCDF Quality Set-Aside Dollars. Funded by the Administration for Children and Families: Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation. $2,000,000
Pratt, M. E. (PI) & Sektnan, M. (Co-I) (2025-2026) Building Oregon's Child Care Data and Research Capacity: Planning Phase. Funded by the Administration for Children and Families: Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation. $150,000
Pratt, M. E. (PI) & Sektnan (Co-PI). (2023-2025). Oregon Child Care Research Partnership 2024-2025 Biennium. Funded by the Oregon Department of Early Learning and Care. $496,190 
Select Publications
Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles
Finders, J. K., Diaz, G. L., Pratt, M. E., Nordgren, I., & Ochoa, W. (2025) Investigating child care decision-making to understand access among families with low incomes, Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 71, 35-48
Lipscomb, S. T., Brody, B., Pratt, M. E., & Frazier, T. (2024). Applying a tri-learner model of extension collaboration. The Journal of Extension, 62(3). Article 35. 
Pratt, M. E., McClelland, M. M., Swanson, J., Lipscomb, S. T. (2016). Family risk profiles and school readiness: A person-centered approach. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 36, 462-474.
Pratt, M. E., Lipscomb, S. T., McClelland, M. M. (2015). Caregiver responsiveness during preschool supports cooperation in kindergarten: Moderation by children's early compliance. Early Education & Development, 27, 421-239.
Peer-Reviewed Extension Publications 
Brody, B., Lipscomb, S. T., Pratt, M. E., & Frazier, T. (2021). Nurturing resilience: Protective factors for resilience, English-Spanish. Pacific Northwest Extension Catalog. 
Brody, B., Lipscomb, S. T., Pratt, M. E., & Frazier, T. (2021). Interactions are the heart of resilience, English-Spanish. Pacific Northwest Extension Catalog. 
Brody, B., Lipscomb, S. T., Pratt, M. E., & Frazier, T. (2021). Nurturing resilience: Mindful practices for resilience, English-Spanish. Pacific Northwest Extension Catalog. 
Policy Research Reports 
Pratt, M. E., Wohner, M., Sektnan, M., & Kang, H. (2025, November). Oregon’s child care subsidy program: Household, child, and provider characteristics from 2014 through 2023. Oregon State University, College of Health.  
Oregon Center for Career Development in Childhood Care and Education (OCCD) and Oregon Child Care Research Partnership (OCCRP). (2025, August). Oregon early learning workforce: Eleven years beyond baseline, comparison of 2012 and 2023. Corvallis, Oregon: Oregon State University, College of Health.  
Pratt, M. E., & Sektnan, M. (2025, July). Oregon’s child care deserts 2024: Mapping supply by age group and percentage of publicly funded slots. Corvallis, Oregon: Oregon State University, College of Health.  
Pratt, M. E. & Sektnan, M. (2025, March). 2024 Oregon child care market price study. Corvallis, Oregon: Oregon State University, College of Health.  
Banghart, P., Daily, S., Weber, R., Davis, L., Pratt, M. E., Houston, L., Borowsky, J. (2024). Tools and strategies for examining the relationship between child care subsidy policies and trends in child, family, and provider outcomes. OPRE Report #2024-026. Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
Select Presentations
Peer-Reviewed Presentations
Thogmartin, A. & Pratt, M. E. (December, 2025). From plans to practice: Adaptive community engagement strategies in a federally funded program evaluation. OSU Engagement Conference, Corvallis, OR. Presenting author. 
Thogmartin, A., Paul, A., Martinez, T., Pargeter, J., & Pratt, M. E. (December, 2025). From plan to practice: Community partner reflections on co-design and collaboration. OSU Engagement Conference, Corvallis, OR. Presenting author.
Pratt, M. E., Sektnan, M., & Johnson, M. (November, 2025). Public investments and infant-toddler child care availability: Differences between centers and home-based programs. Poster presented at the Association of Public Policy Analysis & Management Fall Research Conference, Seattle, WA. Presenting author. 
Pratt, M. E., Weber, R., Wohner, M. (June, 2024). Why do some children face more child care instability than others? Evaluating the role of child age, race, child welfare involvement, and early intervention in predicting child care exit in Oregon. Paper presented as a part of the Analyzing Continuity of Subsidized Child Care: Insights from Three States symposium, at the National Research Conference on Early Childhood, Washington DC. Presenting author.
Pratt, M. E., Brody, B., Lipscomb S. & Fraizer, T. (May, 2024). Tri-learner model: How one university approached promoting resilience in young children through a community- engaged process. Paper presented at the National Health Outreach and Engagement Conference. Greenville, SC. Presenting author.
Pratt, M. E., Weber, R., & Wohner, M. (November, 2023) Why do families leave Oregon's child care subsidy program? Comparing before and after the 2014 CCDBG Act policy implementation. Poster presented at the Association for Public Policy Analysis & Management Conference. Atlanta, GA. Presenting author.
Invited Presentations
Pratt, M.E. (May, 2025) Oregon Child Care Research Partnership research in family support, Panel Session, Oregon Parenting Education Collaborative Spring Conference, Virtual. Audience: Oregon parenting educators and early care and education providers. 
Pratt, M. E., Sektnan, M., Sarver, S. (August, 2023). Building and sustaining data and research partnerships panel. Presentation as a part of the Early Childhood Workforce Data for Impact Convening Hosted by the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) and the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation (ASPE). Audience: Federal Government.
Pratt, M. E., Houston, L. & Weber, R. (March, 2022). Family subsidy stability in Oregon before and after CCDBG Reauthorization, National webinar hosted by Urban Institute’s Center for Supporting Research on CCDBG Implementation. Audience: National and state child care administrators and national research partners
Tout, K., Daily, S., Banghart, P., Weber, R., Pratt, M. E., Houston L., Davis, E., (December, 2020). State child care subsidy case studies. Presentation to the Office of Child Care (OCC) and Office of Planning Research and Evaluation (OPRE), Administration for Children and Families, Audience: Federal Government Leadership
Legislative Testimonies
Pratt, M. E., (July, 2024). Examining the State of Child Care: How Federal Policy Solutions Can Support Families, Close Existing Gaps, and Strengthen Economic Growth. Written and Oral Testimony to United States Senate Committee on Finance. 
Pratt, M. E., (June, 2021). Oregon’s pre-pandemic child care supply, geography, and workforce. Testimony to House Committee on Early Childhood, Salem, OR, Virtual.
Pratt, M. E., (October, 2020). Overview of child care reports conducted by Oregon State University. Presentation to Joint Task Force on Access to Quality Affordable Child Care, Salem, OR, Virtual.
Pratt, M. E., (May, 2019). Challenges in Oregon’s child care supply and affordability, and the role of public investment. Testimony to House Committee on Economic Development, Salem, OR.
Pratt, M.E. (February, 2019). Oregon’s Child Care Supply and the Role of Public Investments. Testimony to the House Committee on Human Services and Housing, Salem, OR. 
Fellowships and Awards 
National Diversity Team Award, Awarded by Epsilon Sigma Phi (ESP), 2025
Communications Educational Publications Award, 2nd Place Western Region Winner, Awarded by National Extension Association of Family & Consumer Sciences, 2024
Communications Educational Publications Award, Oregon State University 1st Place Winner Family and Community Health Extension Conference, Bend, OR.
Professional Affiliations
Epsilon Sigma Phi Extension Professional’s Organization (ESP)
Family and Consumer Sciences Professionals (State and National)
Oregon State University Extension Association (OEA)
Oregon affiliate, National Association for the Education of Young Children (ORAEYC)
Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management (APPAM)
Child Care and Early Education Policy Research Consortium (CCEEPRC)
Society for Research in Child Development (SRCD)
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